[The role of endogenous glucocorticoids in maintenance of the gastric mucosa integrity].
Effect of glucocorticoid deficiency on susceptibility to gastric mucosal injury by non-steroid anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAID) was studied in rats. The corticosterone production was inhibited by a single large dose of cortisol as well as by an adrenalectomy. The drop in the corticosterone production prompted gastric erosions induced by the NSAID. Replacing corticosterone prevented the effects of cortisol pretreatment of adrenalectomy on NSAID-induced gastric erosions. The data obtained reveal a gastroprotective effect of endogenous glucocorticoids.